


OUR STORY

This project would not have been possible without the enthusiastic collaboration of all involved:
from our staff at Hamilton City Libraries, the teachers at Nawton School and Hillcrest High School

who leapt on board and especially the children and young adults who worked together to
write and illustrate it.
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Way back when...

about tWo wmillion \ears ago Yo be exact

(about the time Your feacher wos at primary sehool),
| Was just a little egq.

| remember fop... Top... '\'QPPiV\g

o breal out of my shell

and scuttling down the beack






A giant mud-glurping,

foul-smelling pukelo from Pokeno
Swooped down from the by and
snatehed me.

| Vicked, sereamed,

pinched ond BITED!

| even fwisted something

| Shouldnt Nave fwisted

K,







Ke dropped me on fop of a Vicious, Viclent volcane.

The Voleane was causing major 4rafFic jams
for the local dinosaurs, as lava and agh
spilled all over the dinosaur metorways.

So | |
dived o

. deep info the red \ot Volecano
and plugged the hole with my shell






| shot out of +hat Volcane
ke a rocket ship on the way o ’OU‘\'er space.
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Right info the middle of a giant la\ﬁe.\
Finally a place o call home






Aoarr 3\\\\\\\. Woaterslide!
There | Was racing frout down the
- MeaV\eS‘\', Y 4
4 fogtest, < ’
g amazingist,
4 < brilliantist _
waterslide in the whole world.

People these days call it the fuka Falls.
We just called it “let’s do it again, let’s do it again!’
| Would Wave stayed there forever
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All that £lying had me ired
so | rede the river all the way to the Lookopu of Larapire.

They Were blocked in by a cantanterous LohiLatea.
They said the great mountain moa, who could free them all,

.
lived close by on ﬁ\o‘\)“\% QU-/-qr.,..

So | climbed and | clambered almest Yo the fop






The peskty Possum Gang

least out of their {ree lairs

and threw me about like a frisbee.

Their aim wasn+ Very good and | ended vp
smash-bash-crashing

My Way down the mountainside
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| smashed straight info
the biggest bird-lite thing | Wad ever seen,
bigger than adul+s,

b\ﬂaer han buildings!

“Are Jou the mountain moa? | asked.
“No,” he said ‘| am \is brother Lawn Moo,
| told Nim about the poor Yoolopu






te Yook my fail in Nis beak

and lumbered toward the river.

He chopped the tree into perfect blocks of firewood.
The Loolopu of the river were free
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Lawn Moo tool me back Yo \is cave.
It wos darl inside

and \e fripped on a rock just inside the entrance.

Aaqr re 3\\\\\\‘.

| Went £lying towards the back wall, spinning as | went and Finally







A furtle shell shaped Zole in the wall
that was a perfect fitl

As | twisted and struggled

fo get out of the hole,

something opened behind me

and wOoOSA. )

Suddenly | was tumbling

full speed through a tunnel.

| Was getting dizzy

and just about passed out
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| landed...
on the Floor of the amazing

Garden Place Library in tamilton.

The cushions are as soft as
clouds and there are \undreds
of thousands of books.

And best of all?

Everyone is friendly and helptul
So that's where Ve stayed!
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Hamilton City Libraries, Nawton School and Hillcrest High School would like to thank the principal sponsor,
CNZ Creative Communities Scheme - Hamilton City, NZ for their generous support.
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tamilton City Libraries
staff member Justin wondered
aloud “Now did a landlocked city
lite Homilton come to \ave a sea
dwelling creature lite a furtle
as its maseot?”

This small idea grew into a community
colloborative story of tonv’s journey Yo
tamilfon City Libraries: a story by young

people, for Joung people.






